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NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS (UFO) FILES 

COPIES FOR RELEASE TO THE PUBLIC 

File Number: AIR 1630 I 2 Volume 1 

File Title: Reports of UFO's and Ethnology 

File Timesoan: Opened: 1984- Closed 1989 

File Declassified: December 2010 

Location of Original File: Held at Archives New Zealand 

Access to Original File: Restricted until 2059 

File Contains: Correspondence between the Ministry of Defence, 
HQ NZDF and the Office of the Ombudsman related to the release of 
information to a member of the public. Correspondence to I from 
members of the public requesting UFO information. Numerous 
letters from a Christchurch based person on the subject of UFO's 
and ethnology. 



NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE 

PUBLIC RELEASE OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 
(UFO) FILES 

These copied and redacted files of correspondence on Unidentified Flying 
Objects dating from 1952 to 2009 have been Declassified and released to the 
public by the New Zealand Defence Force under the Official Information Act. 

Access to the original files held by Archives New Zealand is restricted up until 
the year 2080 for Personal Privacy reasons. These copied files have had the 
personal details of members of the public making UFO reports removed to 
preserve their privacy. Personal details of service personnel and civilians 
employed by the New Zealand Defence Force and other Government 
Departments and Agencies have not been removed. No other information 
has been removed or omitted from these files. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FILES 

Correspondence on Flying Saucers began in New Zealand Defence Force 
fiiP.s in 1 !152 And r:ontinuP.d undP.r diffP.rP.nt nAmP.s, lJnidP.ntifiP.d Flying Objects 
(UFO) and Unidentified Aerial Sightings (UAS) until the present. The files 
contain reports of sightings by private individuals and military personnel, 
investigations by Defence and other Government Departments and agencies 
into these reports, newspaper clippings on UFOs and letters from individuals 
who claim to be in touch with alien beings and craft. 

While the files are in general date order from 1952 until the present some file 
periods overlap with one another and the documents within each file are not 
necessarily in strict date order. There can be duplicate documents within 
each file and copies of the same documents (particularly media releases and 
reports) can appear in different files. 

ACCESS TO UFO FILES 

These redacted files are available in hard copy from the Defence Library c/o 
Headquarters New Zealand Defence Force Aitken St Wellington. They are 
not available in electronic format. 
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Above: Part of RAF Rudloe Manor in Wiltshire where, according to information 
received by the author, secret research into UFOs has been carried out for many 
years. This photograph shows the Headquarters, Provost and Security Services. · · 
(Author) 



de/ow: A 1miral of the Fleet The Lord Hill-Norton GCB, Chief of Defence Staff 
1971-73. 



Derek Mansell, Director of Data Research for Contact UK, served in 
the Royal AirForce from 1950 to 1955 before spending five years in the 

· Royal New Zealand Air Force as a Ground Crew Airman. Sometime in 
June of 1956 or 1957 (regrettably he can't recall the exact date), Derek 
told me that a Bristol170 Mk 31M Freighter in which he was flying on 

\~,, ·a weekly "ght run from Dunedin to Auckland encountered a UFO 
.. , .. over Wellmgton, although no one on board actually saw the object. 
·'• · · ·Suddenly the aircraft seemed to have flown into a violent squall with 

·the usual accompanying turbulence. 'We were enveloped in a shadow, 
like a cloud,' Derek told me, 'the engines started to run badly and the 
dials didn't function correctly. The compass spun like mad, and all 
communications to ground and other aircraft failed.' After about 
twenty-five minutes everything returned to normal. 
· When the Freighter landed at Ohakea the pilot of a Douglas C-47 
Dakota, which had also just landed ~d had been following the Freighter, 
asked if the latter had seen a huge, metallic disc, about 250 feet in 
diameter, with a blue light on top and a red one on the bottom, which 
had apparently been just above the Freighter. They replied in the 
negative, but mentioned the sudden turbulence and interference with 
instruments and communications. The Dakota pilot reported that he 
was unable to contact the Freighter at this time, and said that the UFO 
had shadowed the other plane for twenty-five minutes. According to 
Derek, photographs were taken of the object by the Dakota crew which 
have never been released. 

The Air Movements Officer asked the Commanding Officer of Ohakea 
Air Force Base to attend the subsequent debriefing, which lasted two 
hours. The crews of both the Freighter and Dakota were forbidden to 
leave the room while the CO asked the adjutant to bring in forms which 
they were obliged to sign, warning them not to discuss the matter with 
anyone, and reminding. them of their obligations under the Official 
Secrets Act. 



There seem to me to be at least five possible explanations for a 
cover-up in the first rank, though there may well be others. The first 
possibility is that the UFOs are man-made, by one or both of the super 
powers, and that their evident potential as weapons demands a degree 
of secrecy which makes Top Secret look like Beano. I must say that I 
simply d •t believe this. If it were so, then I mn sure that during my 
time as Cmef of the Defence Staff I could not have failed to be Jet in on 
the secret, but I was not, and if I had been I should not be writing these 
words. Moreover, the enormous and very consistent weight of evidence 
from sightings, and even optical and radar measurements, make it clear 

. . enough to me that the technology of construction and propulsion of 
these devices is far in advance of even that of our space probes, never 
mind our manned space flights. I am certain that were such technology 
in actual use anywhere on earth it would have surfaced, either in war 
or, perhaps more likely, in industry. My final reason for rejecting this 
hypothesis is that I see no possible reason why, should these devices be 
man-made, the super-powers should not just say so. The man in the 
street could hardly be more frightened than he is already of nuclear 

~. weapons . 
.;·, Second, it has been put about that all the major powers are seeking 

to capture a UFO, to learn its secrets, and that if they admit or disclose 
the results of their investigations the general public will get into the act 
and muddle up their plans. Third, is a variant of that notion which holds 
that one or more powers actually have captured a UFO -
asserts plainly in Chapter 16 that this has been done in the USA) and 
fear that public interest will force them to disclose the fact before they 
have got their answers. Certainly if either of these unlikely explanations 
were true, and the results of the undoubted investigations were to be 
made public, it might just be possible for informed students of the subject 
to discover more than was thought to be good for them. For my part I 
reject out of hand either of these explanations, partly because, as with 
the first possibility, I think I should have known (and not be allowed to 
say so) but more practically because I just cannot believe that the secret 
would not have got out. Practically every other secret, of a physical 
rather than a conceptual nature, .is already widely known - though 
Governments hate to admit it. 

The two further possibilities on my Jist are both based on fear: fear 
hy Governments of public reaction. The first possibility is that official 



investi&ations have disclosed or revealed quite a lot about UFOs, even 
including their origin, method of construction and_ propulsion, and just 
possibly their purpose- If this is so, and if the enormous literature is to 
be believed, plainly there exists no human defence against them, should 
they \:-A "ostile_ It is suggested that Governments believe this would 
cause , __ J! public 'alarm and despondency' (as wt: used to say in the 
Second World War) as to have even farther reaching social and political 
effects than the current opposition to nuclear weapons_ This, I must 
concede, is just possible, though I do not myself believe it On the 
contrary I think that were it true, the public would be relatively unmoved. 
Either they would not believe it or, through apathy or fatalism, they 
would instead shrug their shoulders and get on with what in 1987 is the 
difficult business of just living, winning the pools, planning holidays or 
going on strike - or all four. 

The second of these l:Jst two possibilities is that investigations have 
disclosed that UFOs are not physical phenomena but paranormal, and 
they defy explanation. The reason for not disclosing these findings could 
then be reluctance to admit publicly that something very odd is going 
on, and that Governments do not know what it is. If so, the same 
line of argument about public fear applies, and I would use the same 
counter-arguments as before. 

However these five possibilities may strike you, what seems to be 
common ground is that there have been thousands, perhaps tens of 
thousands, of sightings and encounters, physical results and of the latter, 
by people all over the world whose evidence on any other subject would 
be accepted without question. There have been major investigations 
lasting thirty or forty years by the Governments of the USA, Russia and 
France, for certain, and probably Britain and other countries. At the 
end of it all - today- we have no hard official information to weigh 
against some hundreds of books on the subject by private individuals or 
groups of individuals. I claim that the charge that there is a cover-up is 
thereby proved. What I admit defeats me is a plausible reason for it. 

This excellent book adds a great deal of evidence to the whole dossier, 
and I warmly commend it to all who are interested in what, to me at 
any rate, remains a fascinating enigma. 

HILL-NORTON 
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424 
Ma.rgol 
Heden,St~r 

De~r Sir/s, 

c H (JH 5 

Jf<n 9 /89 

Evary thing is en Schedut'll, it is s • i d thE>_ t this is eur LAST 
yoar bofere we are eff te Hod~n etc. 
This is the Ceunt devm eld chapf. 
Yeu could see a craft parked on eur house, it is net 
The fl-'/r.i flying uucer you AlJ t.di<: abl)ut, it is 
a a tar craft, DAD might lst yau s~~ it. 
It is all c~~ing te pass new. 
Y .. u ruy 1aver believe it,but its 150 MILLIN! light 
years te Idoligyen. 
I am leoking ferw~rd t0 it all n~w,i have been h sro 
leng eneugh • . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 
Jehe~ah that some talk about was ~ porsona.lity 
th.at;~ame frera anether place :tl'id hlked to Selemcm 
vras~W OT dur eld Dad. 

0 •••••••••••• Cl ••• 

Dear eld Dad is. Kn .. wn to sonuo DimensielHl as ABA 
Te ether~ It ia BNO~ • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . ,'·, ..... . 
It takoa abcut half an heur to change te LIGHT. 
The thing is to get Alice eff th<:~ Ground, to g•t 
the EEL out of her which you uo i:n the Bruth ef life 
in tranai tien , which keeps yeu en tha ground. 
I don et have ene but you ~11 h~v•. 

We \Yill have he ir1 B light any 'lf&Y , but vr" will 
try te get her in One pioce NOT tranaition of the 
nerrul kilt d. 
Ne.vr if DAD taku a haRd it iri 11 be a 11 ovu in n<t time. 
There is that pea ~ibility • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I hav-, vrri tten a thing fer th$ :ruws pap~r 
which i sent up last week , i had se•t them something 
s leJJg ti"la ago thi11 is the cenclusi••· 
I del:lt sxpact th.-n~ to publish till tluy find ;no g@ne. 
tLere is Jlothing abeut rty origin. 

0 •• 0 •••••••••••••••• 

. . . . . . . . . . 
F'rer~ what i call gather JESU i:!! snl.f 80int.; t,· 6et 

ths Diaciple~ kin fclk up, m<!!:/ b$ th<>se wi ti1 !< 

celestial back ground. 
Thol'l it up te dear eld Dad to d.- r,i3 thing •• 
Aftar all yeu ~<r• <.:nly li ttlc per:~•mlilli ti•s, compared 
to tho trll.ondous siltze t~f ABA, m;oz. 
l-ie g,;.v~ y"u Josu 1 that W3S his last gift, th" EMPT 
en i am the way the light, te which ycu h~,v~nt "V$10 

"l·VS cnn c'nly lrlake s. faw. snj~~ti~ns.ltf~-li tbi::t; ~.baut 
tllis <And that, 

sts.rt:!td 

I 



Pa.ge 2 

'lhe Bible y .. u get is tlu but g,uld.o tc thii ~ .. bllltill.l, but it h:~.~ 
• let ef mist..kea, lik• .k.dar~ and Eve W;• ar: net li-/.1-J.iJ-/ Ex».ctlJ 
hurun !'erra, and the aorpent , tho devll yeu call satan 
whe 1~~de it up ,,.. d1mt kmew , the fellew yeu call utau. is eut there 
but that is net his :naru, lathiltg like what you pre!10112tb; picture 
er werd evil Uld ae ell, he ia the & ef anether Universe. 
Such thi~g:s dent h•lp yeur case fer celestial m .. mberghip. 
Jesu de:neunced yeur ralige~ , he enly gave yeu eroo peem. 

He ~•ver expected yeu te ge en with this bible excer~ize. 
Sukfand yeu vrill fiJ1d , the pl'actical • . . . '• ....... . 

The ARtrira:~~ ef VEGA ruy be able t. h•lp yotu te :uru sxtont 
they are enly li ttl• ee/• althengh th:r~ i~ 11 reaenable size em e .. . . . . . . . . . . •. . 
Thu e are the SIGNS befere the ud as Prephi ei<id1 keep watching. 
WE a.re yeurU:nide:ntified Flyi:n g Object!!, Yeu have aeme diaterted 
ideas ef a leba etc. ell• er twe aro far e'~t clese te the Di:ne 
peried , the rest :net te far eff yeur ferm, 
MY ki:n are the emes ~~:ntiened le:ng age, the right ha:nd :net ~•w 
what th• left ha:nd deeth , i:n shert w• ar• deuble dimemsie:na I 
Diferent feelings im e:ne haJ!Id te the ether, juat like ahakimg I 
han da with aerae ene elae, thia aituatien is :n•edod te fly eur craft •. 
Apart frem bei:ng in light we are very cless te you a:nd te e:nter this ' 
!era ia a breeze , 11hia ••• ia a special ecca~iel'l "' the Sig111.a· 
I de:nt think there iB much mere i cam help yeu with .. 
yeu haTa the am~er te yeur U F 0 up abov~ and en tho ground. 
Thats It. 
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Dnr sirfll 

CH C)jj 5 
Jt>n 21 /89 

U F 0 
~'le !rgonaughta 

DAD THE ARGONAURT 
ABA CAPTAIN 

This is ths fi~"-1 l,,ttor Will .. re ths Argonauts Gi' l•mg egll> 
th., pors<>n:;;li ti .. s of apace are tho k'.lys of the uni v~l'E ~ 

wo hava found the ar.swar to :J~·Ur prablomb:a 
\h are going ta give J'OU a f •w cluou apJu't fro:~ the ;,;:>. li lean 

prefe11aion , you Vlill only have a yu.r to find a<oae a.:~~.111wor.s 
h lYhat dear eld dad hall provided Y•lll ~Yi th. 

I ant the way the light' 
Dear old Dad has boon helping you down tl-1o ages /reck of agn, 
Ho has fud amd clothod you , what y•u g<> is duo to him ~ 
ARGO SHIP on orgy conatruction aails mast .ho&rt-sacrod heart 
coloUI"':J church •,rindowa· candle THE ROBE blanket coushion 

COINS u.ila pulu stars OLD FLAME,UNDER HIS THUMB . 
tears • heart throb. apit"'s•crution and spor~~. f f1-rt?.P'€..-
Thn rt print, Et.,rnal triangle, Why you spit, Curao which has booJI 
lifted , touch wax, •••ling was Envolppe. pel'l , telescope 
Letters, print I, :Stain your floors etc.atai:~~. on you chilhactor, 
Spit and polish, tree~ ,Evorgr••n ,Everlasting daisiag, 
Need lo amd throa~ ,GUN SIGHT dynamite GUN tooth CAME~ 
filmJEMS drlt II straw, f'lowors,B lack au>. rod tun white ntan etc 
·Speta aJid patch•• on altirtab FRECKLE~ NECKlACES RiP-gs 
H ALO~Put th• fi~ger •~ you, ~llot SHELL ~ki~ DARKNESS light 
SON uF MA n take your br•Ii.th away , BON .&S gras!J' 
CAP ,ROD AND STAFF w~lki~g stick~,Loavest•••••••· 
ONE could go en fer yosrm ................... 
Now il».d theJl you ~•• stars ,find the _.tnsw<tr tct tlHS'! little stars. 
twiiklo i• yer eye • toars,cupie doll, cupid. 
TI<r•• ceims im a fou~tais. 

rN this you well find the origin of the Vni verse l'ropellant 
J ESiJ Spli.co craft and space peeple,your dear eld DAD , 

Heart string ~PINES R~BS HEART BLOOD and so •~. 
YOU will get gaod fornts now ,you w<>nt be little .. /s now, w• will 
get bettor fer;11s now,!06-' 

MiY de you think DAD AND JESU wore RADIANT, 
NIGGER IN TliE :WOOD y.}'l"'J PILE. 
He s!ll.ilod on the face of tho waters and said let thoro be light 
and thoro was light. 

Heads er taila~ .• double headed penny. 
FIN D THE GOLDIDi FL&ESE, 
REMB ER tho thu~print , the sQying UNDER hi~ thu~b. 

, '] s .. k u1d Y<~U will find, I am the way tho Light. 
~~~·'=::'~· .. ~wf'l'l'heao a.r~ the signa,fT-eii jot rtetors rockets r•J guns 

-jlffl!_____ and your ewn fora. 
·--·_j_ __ J NO ono ever bethorod t., put two al'Jd two tcogo~lur of w~a~ is 

! j around you,No one ovor tried t<J find hia, ABil: or tho ;;;ON of Man, 
----~·- tho first MATE. 
----i -- I < n a year vre have done 

i I You aro expected t"' got son:.o •nswotrs ' • 
----~---: V/hat \YO can f•r you, a geed fern, freed•~ ef s}peae;_f'\ .IA.!l ,/1 
-·-- -·-- .... -.1 ,/]j n K.J 0 .() . .: ~ v<.. 4 el U U lVI j1 
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Ethelegy ef Light 
Hsden / Cygnus 

Dear Sir/s , 

i 
---··-----: 

i 
---·~······· 

CH CH 5 
Dsc, 25 /88 

Yeu will recall ths Peat Card FN,m J3l~Ol dear f>ld dad 
where he Sllid these from afar those ne~r wish Y<lll 
Geed cheer. 
New these f!•am afar / yeu cannet imagine hew f•r , 

There are 16 Universe/a eut there all teld. 
There are ab•ut 8 that are the celsest but they 
are ae far away yeu weuld ne•d sevoral lif~ timeF 
te get thore, 
even travelling faster than light it would +;.-.ke 150 years, 
and there ia " questien ef feed / plus IF yeu ceuld 
ceuld find yeur way / yeu ceuld not imagins hew fur 
the eth•r 8 :are away / th~.ts why he s9id many lands 
beyend this MAN, 
With yeur pros ant forms yeu ha vo n• shew ef geing far 
Seme ef the enes that Ciltne her•o ar'i fr"m f~tr aff places, 
De ntJt be dissapeint.ed with y"ur new farms in your 
in yeur 1tfter life an thorao wi 11 ceme a day when yam 

have nice ferrn11 , and be ll.ble ta S<n wCJndu•s 0ut there. 
Yeu s"" a few frem Vega , deneb 11nd s11 om / which is 
really nething te what is eut there, 
Th~y ar& dear seuls r~3lly / they havs been a great 
help te me really, 
My dear eld dads heme is far far away~ y~u weuld nevwr 
find yaur 'lfay there/ in thsse long jsurnsys 
th11revis ne st~.rs te guide yeuj yeu have t<> knew wha.t 
you are deing, 
I dent think i can impress on ycu hew f~r aw~Ay these 
places are, 
350 times the speed 6lf light is nething h S<>me space 
craft/ thats abeut the average crusing speed, 

By the way the Vine is the Serpsnt, 
Its the same in ether Galaxyie~. 

As fer tho Deludgo at the time •f ENOAtl ahk 
de~r eld dad just created molecules nf water 

wi tb the diving red / he has ne tro•Ub le t1~k.,ing it 
peur like mad/ and hew./ fram whJtt "" kni)W it would 
net taka much with what he has got , 
As fer Enflnh belding bac\C the sea /opening it l!ltc 
we kn•w what it was tnat did it/ 9S we tn!1lw ·11hat 
the vine is , · 
'lher" is n•t much we have t<> find mut r.ll!iwn n.,re. 

Tha ts it ...... . 

.~··· 

/ 

I 
' 



--

424 
Mar gel 

ps. Star ef Bethleham takes 12 menths te c;et here 
the origin ef yeur 12 months in a year. 

Et~eleg;y flf' I<i gh t 
H eo en jCy gr.u:o: 

Dear Sirls, 

I 

. I 
. ~ .. 

CH Cr.. 5 
Dec 88 

The STAR ef ~Jliql§~fil will ceme frern the Seuth Ea.sj; 
a.nd appea.r in the East 30 yea.ra frem new •. 

The seuth east i:o wer• it came frem before/ that is were 
the vine is I the G string I its war~ yeu all go te whan 
yeu die eff. 
Living yeu are 2 dimenaional I en~ in yeur after life. 
Yeur ;t.ettar is in the Aft•r lif11 situ:;;tian, 
'!be Cf\ess in ths :oauthern crass will light up ana day 
and will came dawn te the spet wers HE was Cr~cified • 
It will be the DO bit this time, 

The Creek af the PA••••h~ the G string in ene hand 
the Stick rep ::: the I which is the Sun Gad in the ather. 
It wauld bo interesting te ~new which way the Sphinx 
ia fa.cing I the Sun gad er the er·igen ef the Universe 
were yeu all go. 
I ha.ve to get a. line en Barcolena. a. ma.nl a.nd Cansidene 
Suppesed king ef ~~~~t,~~J Ba.bylen 
They a.re beth aut there. 

Th• Dimen sien in cygnus la.serta lth~ bear is knewn 
a.s tho DONN A, 

Tha. ts a.ll fr"m me just new ats i have to de se:ne seeking. 
Merry Xma.s. 
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Ethelogy of Light 
H~dcm/Cygnus 

:Uet..r Sir/s. 

CH C" 5 
Dec,9 /88 

Another facot has fallen in to plac' as far •s JESU 
is cencerned/ a w«>rd was involveyJ he was a dimension, 
It was the imacuh.te c<;Jnception wlaat ~. form/ fantatic. 

. I 

With a form lika he iu>.d no wonder he could de tile d«eds he di 
A l"t 0f damJ.gc Wli.S d&ne te his dim.,nsion wh"n the swc.rd 
was thrust in his sido, that is something YGU lot will be 
remind<Bd of ene day,He had C<llt.UT>ll.nd l!lf words l!l.nd lett~rs 
of crall. ti on, 
I am the vine /the G string his fe>rm ef 'J.TII'thi!!r tim.8, 
Frem what i c•n hear he was not dying th::.. ts why the sword 
was thrust in his right hand side, 
I am with it new i knew what h<t was/ time and plac11 for ycm 
te knew. 
'lll!'l !!ely ghes t he is something you sh~>ul<ll find all about, 
He is fabenlc>Us/He gc-..s with th• Galilun Prof~tssi®n. 
I know this clld timer out there in space /what a d"ar old 
St>Ul, 
The Star of David Wli.S the stAr <11f Bethleham. 
In them days ycm went up a.nd down en a c•rtain thing 
te m•k• it go.-
Actually th~trs are one or two craft with a flimular 
situatien to day but very rare. 
I wi 11 t!lk~ a. sp,ll f111r ~ whi ls ncv1 as i ;n•ep•.re te mQVe 
te Addington ~ft8r xmas sometime. 
Yeu have Lets to go 0n with, it wi 11 tak~ yeu sc.ms timo 
new ta i'ind th .. 8.11 s wers i feel. 
Y<>u new know se~ltJthing of J~>Ur U P v 

goed luck 
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Ethelogy Of Light 
Heden /Cygnus 

Sir/s 

CH CH 5 
Dec • 1 / 88 

'I get the answ<tr to Jes u now, Be is em th:a Vine 
He is a werd, -
I am the vine is cerr•ct ./ It appe•rs Th$ word 
Btfer Him is his m ethtr Mary~ 
Ne wander h• could de oll thosn things •t Galileo 
The Werd situatien is with mast space craft. 
Adam ond eve are 1ll on the vin$ /its just a matter 
ef identity/ i knew the situ11tioms who is whe is the 
Quest'llen. 
N e deu~t thsr' will be a day when mon realises what 
they le3 t when they killed hic'l, 
Yeu certainly know a lot obout the putty pat, 
I weuld say yeurs were sot bach •ll this time. 
Yeu are still in tho putty pet and wi 11 b•. 
The putty pet has eut lived its usafullnes. 
As fer yeur space adventures / thoy will b• dashed 
when the stars sttrt mevine; .o;ny, and the dimensi-.ns 
free after all this time, 
Therev is a place for yeu as Jesus as ycu c•ll him said. 
Yeu are tee war like te be lot lGos• out in spac• 
as yeu are n•w. . 
Yeu have net bothereci t<> find tho ans·,v-ors t10 ;rpu s .. lvation. 
Or dear •ld d'ad whe h .. s been watching yeu ynr a.ft•r year. 

IN fact half of Y<>U do not cencidor Lim f•r real. 
No d•ubt abaut yeu hav• strayed ef tho tro.ck, 
This prayer GOD bit doesnt help much either. 
!.IT dear eld d1.d is fer the practical / as f•r JESU 
he appreciates it/ HO'f necesf!arily gses fer it as· 
he enly gav~ yeu the ene pr•yer. 
There is time and pl•ce te say a w11>rd ·e>f th•nks. 
There is s. plac~ way eut there w~r~ you ca de that 
Once yeu s•" it then Y~>U ha.vo anG>ther $nswer o.s f·ar 
as JESU is cencernod,READ sign. 
WE whe lmew du.r old dsd think him first cl~ss 
What a de~.r cold soul. 
Yeu havent a oh•nc• rully/ if Jesu h•d net have been 
Den• in Whe knows what he w,uld hav• bequeathed you~ 
Yeurs w~nt back te the eld w•'! ef prayer anct new yeu 
all en the recievlng end. 
I dcmt think he 11ri 11 de any mer., fer you let 
yeu ar• still fighting amenst your 8~lv•s ene way er anether 
Still you aro. listning ~u thats ene thing. 
TI1e practical of tho G•lileon Pr~f~ssion is whats 
Call•d fer , and see what happ•ns, 
Whi th the Jesu identity :selved i c•n g., en "Go other thimgs. 
Th~nks De.r old chs.p f«r settl.ng cout our supper s~ leng •ge. 

Ibs all ceming to p~ss now, 
Th:.ts it. 
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Dear Sir/s 

5 
/88 

Bread 66 Was applied wh~n he fud the multitudes. 
Dear o;d dad feed Abrahams flock tooo. 
Adam and the apple was the evolution process 
of the Living line. 

Jesu wos wos • special 
on the sea. 

of th~ living line when he walked 

He said ccme,wi th me and i wq.l moire 
Ycu · are EEL::>. 

ypu fishes of man 

Bringing a man back to life was to rovi ve the l$tter, 
The s~m• ~s whom tr: ... ;,- touch·•C. him to he cured. 
The letter sgain. 
When it ral.ned Phl!lsants again a lett"r or word 
tq m~k~ th11 phusants whol"• 
He lost• dimension on th• Cross it is now complet.od 
again/ it taken 15 years. Evolution process. 
This tim• its the ao bit no mre handouts. 
123/923 .. cocoa. 
I lost a dimension wh-.n i W8S bonne hor1 but 
r•gained it in 1940 /now i have a new one, 
The next period should be interesting. 
I awoi t my door old d~ds pls~sur;o. 
With ani luck i should b~ on ;ny w~y ~:;:.~in soon. 
The pr•cticilll of the galilun profession is your 
gnly hope. 
The evolution clange should bring aoout • new raco 
for tl-.<~ final countdown. 
Its t•ken me ,. long time to find thm ~nswers 
now i can sit beck and relax. 
All systems are go now, The EE.*s watch over me 
daily and dear old dad too, the ser.rch is over. 
Kll we do is read sign at 7 pm windows and sino dots 
day or night. wet or fine.do th• identity signs 
and thats it 5 minutes. 
It will be after Xmas before wa move now. I 
A life time here is • short one in spac• tim• 
it hasent been all that bad • most have lost 
Very few will get assistonce.only a handful!. 

directio1 

Z:f its the g p'in th111 practicol you n .. v.r know your 

L 
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Dur Sir/s, 
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Christchurch 5 
Nov.18 / 88 

Maybe you wonder what hoppsns when you go upafter death 
All go by way of the Cross South East, so if you want to 
pay your respects to th~ dead , and to the Ethology 
who go there daily , face the south east at 7 pm 
daily like the old ones did a long time ego. 
The Ethology are hare at 7 daily •nd can see you ·wst or fine 

It takes 5 mimutes. You might see somathin~ if thoy sao you. 
Th~ Greeks knew, Probably tho Pharoahs,day or night. 

Th• ped line that go•~ down tho spine as said ayollow one 
can also bo seen in apace craft including tho one slide 
yours up \here kept 20 years ago, also ths red line 
dear old dad wrote \ho ten comandmonts with. 

When your time is up there will be 3 Saffrons in a line 
to s how you the way. 

There is 111. awfur lot of peoplo o'lt there in the southeast. 
Still it is a big place wore you go to. 

AS saii most of the crews are out in never never land 
building. 
There will bw one moro ressurection then thats it. 
ona on the right one on the left. 5000 years ago 
and this one; •• 
The Galilu.n Profession will give you a fe'·t clues. 
Then there is how Moses Partwd tho s oa, 
Find the living line that wjll give you tho answers, 
I suspect an/ 0/ was rssponsibl>o for that , it can do 
anything ~or moses. 
According to demr old dad / iam comming along nicely. 
He might help one or two ths rest havont • chance 
it is said. 
You will be able to do wonders in a years to come 
but wont save you. 
I have a fair idu what you are aftar your time comas. 
I ho.d sk•tchos of the after life ones, just 11 ttla EE/s. 
The Letter go•!! up when you di •, and tha ts it. 
There is food in light / br••d coco~ brondy /so on. 
Food is numb•rs. 
Thats it. 

,_ ' ...... 
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Dur Sir/~, 

r-z~=-~5.~}3~9 
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I 

It looks a though the cr!llws have improvsd on the G string. 
There has been various adaptions of it in spacs craft. 
They are now able to produc~ th<~~ lin" wkth out th<> crook. 
I think i know what th<~~y bssn doin~ now/the common touch 
with all tho craft.old and now, 

Dur old dad is ons hell of a clever chap/ ( am getting 'I 
io 1 t now/ I have a few clues as to how he mado you lot 
In his own imago/ the~print/ the bones are the solid as this 
planet alright/ ths sheaf of wut is tho clue. · 
In th• G P he s~id this is my body / br•Md. 

Now ;rou have your story of EVE u.ting the apple. 
Actually the first thi'1.::; that h~pp"n"d was the 
comming into tljll LIVING LINE it ~ sndlesE: line, 
First t t dotvoloped • crook or G string. then it 
dovolop~d an •• which could be discribed as a serpent. 
then it r:cvsd along developing • shutth'N M then 
the apple thon a figaration thon EVE and ADAM 
then th., Putty POT which you call tlH holly grail. 
You aro of th• putty pot situation. the straw ann so on, 
The p11.lm leaf is also in it, u.gl<e swordfish ~tc, 

That is the celestial lins as it is tod•y. 
Thor" is also something lik!ll thll Sphinx out there. 'I 

So it is the proce~s of evolution wh~r~ evtl is of the apple,. 
ITP a case of latt11rs etc.There is such o. lot associst•d · 
with th" line;D,ar old dad can do anything, 
after tho G P event hfl h•s not giv'tn ycu }ot much thought. 
As you only live a short time about 15 years as som~ 
jounorys aut there take thAt ti:n<~>, 

Like one friendANNYL has been gons 9 yMril 
5 yo~rs h,re to 1 in novor n<tv_:r l•md. 

I am just taking my time placing tog•tlur whats hero 
and out there / ono one tlHI right one on tho l"ft wn·e 
it applys, 

Wo all love our dear old dad/w<t could not g"t ulong 
with out him, he is ,,lwJys sssisting. 
'lie dent go in for this lord and god bit ~t "ll· 

'ile give him a hoart sign :;,ftllr his psrsonel sign 
that all tluts neclls~,ry,family •. <nd hope to work it 
for ~11 ho doss for us. 
Thats it for now. 

out 

\ 
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De~r Si', , -\ ., 

In the next fcrm you breath out then in, ::; , ·/I 
the opposi t"' to who. t you do new, · ' ! 

Why is a rniP':>ow round /the s>~me re~~ oon wr.y '~ 
most sp11ce craft ''re round / but not all, --=-"-~ 
There iR often on<1 one the r:lght one o, .. , the left, 

There is the opposite to tne~ apple, out there. 
It is found in tho ethology and th" Rp.'lce crll..flt, 
its a l8tter,there is also hnlves. 

I 1's also obvioue EVS "" te H latter of th~ tree of life, 
aformula for death, 
When you die you sre returning to th·o origion~ 1 letter 
~>nd you ~.r~ feed due to the tree of lifa as it was 

don" at the start/ but not tr.~ fruit /the opposi t~ 
to brsad / grain, ... rtain type of braad used out there 
creation 66, 
Once the Apple W'l!': eaten it dammed the form of man, 
to decay,thats were the old s~ying for men/ o}d fruit, 
You a.ra f'J-ft./ EELS of one typ•/ origin e~/~. 
Thats why HE is known as the ffisherman of fisherm•n, 

Dont forget it rained Phesants , 
Dont forget dear old dad feed hundreds in Abrahams day. 
brud / the sa:ne as the GP. Thats all you n~ted, 
THE crows have brandy and coco~ and so on • 
The GP promised you a new lif~ /you g"t it fre~t from 
ths •pple lettor,which made you ut • 
Adam and !W" on the trHl of ethology they h~ve lest 
e~rth fonm in the main / paying th~ price, 
As the Phe roshs deplict•d the l!e>l on the head or asp 

they knew the ,.,1 W.!fl in the h""d r;1lso, the Alig3.tor 
is out th>!!re to. two legged whip tlli l, on th:e road to Vega, 
When you get out there it ruly is not sp~ce/ it if. 
anoth~r dimen~ion of light. 
At certain speeds things h~p~n.In f•ct th,re is moro 

th:m one dimJtnRion. 
'Nhen you are w~tching th"' 'Lighte of sp:;,ce cr~ft, then th"Y 
disapea~ into th~ bl•ck th~ts it. 

To the ey~sight of c~l-..sti~l p~rsonRlitieP th~c·e is· 
no darknee8 , ycu c•.n se" as pl.ai~ .n c '~~y inf·• ct better •. 

D•y or night ~s you wpuld s~y. 
In another dimsnsioni of light r,nt there you co.n e'!entro.vel 

f•ster than wh21t you !mow ~A I're" flight out ther~. 
Such as the squeft3e of the universe, 

In light there is th~ bre@dl faster than light they make 
th111ir ovm food b11~f t~a ana so on. 
I will be with it "-nd ro.,dy by the ti ·~e dur old dad 

does his thing. 
Thats it for now. 



. .-

( 

Eth ology Of Light 

H111dsn /Cygnus unri s tchurch 5 
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Dear Sirs, 
Your Letter of ·creation is a living lett111r. 
'Like tha .crea tJiwn living line. 
With the right lsthr your form can go to light, 
The right lsttsr can producs a RED lins through 
The csnter of your bon111s with yellow lines each 
sid111 of the rsd line, then the bones will fade to 
black, the red and yellow· linss will dissapear 
andeverything the bones and the flesh wi 11 turn 
to light blulil light •. 
'Il:lats a tip, 

In th111 cross in the vacini ty of the Southern Cross 
You will find several Straight line cords associated •. 

The living Lin e G string is all powerfull 
The EEls make motor~ out of it, as well as their forms 
and craft, Houses etc,like dim111nsions. 

The big craft usually have 4 crew I the small111r 2 
thon there is tha solo, 

The one i am interested im a Saffron has provissions four 
its big and unusual. 
It is star bound I Green ones black ones are star bound. 

The biggest is dear old dads one because is a t111rriffic 
siz11 himself,what a dear ole soul. 

What you go down here is fizzers compared to what is 
out there. 
You have not got th111 111yesigh t to s111e wha ts out there 
you could be travelling along and run into a wall of solid 
light and as said light can be stronger than ste•l. 

Such •r• out there, 

Time is not on your side to get far at l•ast not as you are 
now if you can find your letter etc you will be ablo to cur 
you bugs and not chop of limbs etc, 
I had my verci.os• po lled yurs ago and it took a long 
a long time to repair the damage my lsgs. 
Than~~ to dear old th11y ar11 improving such is this man 
form I poor, " 
Bnoz will oventually fit me up with • nics situation, 
so it hes b111en a worthwile excursion, 
I will have a bsttsr form than the last one I you dont 
know life procsssos, 

I am just comming to it now Past and prssent withe 
help of d111ar old dad and the EE l S. 
Thats why they are here daily, 
Ths time down here is not long in space time 5 her• 
to 1 out hsre, 
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Ethology of light Page 2 .\ fir 

I PifltMa. V\ s 
Your bsst clues is the galilean profession.the phorll.s-lking arthur 7 argonauths , 

1 
Dur old dad told me the story of /Stanley and Livingstone 
in 1934 / also the picture of roun,d houses in the Bizantine 
psrioe, Just maybe i were there long ago /just maybe, 
the fields of flowers no roads , s.:till there r.re round housots out 
in space/about a yea r 1 should know the answer, 
The Ethology can only give you a little not what we know, 
When you die the last thing you, know is a tug upwards. 
Writing letters is not approved of, 
Still it will get you out of this UFO dis cription 
to know something about space •ndits personalities 
and their origon Words and letters. there is also languages 
And Horss rae ing • 

He said seek and you will find / Do the· practical of the G P. 
Its 1987 gone by and time is running out do what you can about your 
forms, 
You have no show with the ethology of light/ they ha.ve the 
forms for space travel and have been doing so for thousands 
of years, they could change your circumstance~ over night 
and you would just fade away / but you are wanted. 
Not as you are / but.in you new form,Just ~s your finger prints 
are different( ttvolution) so you sjutll be in the r.ew life, 
The old onss h.av<> gone in the resurection 5 thousand years '1/"0, 
The evolution process h~s now be~n ch~nged und there will 
be a better race · / ' th•<ts one of tl)e thlne;s th~ EJ? s do w~ll. 

Most of th" ee/s •re ''w·o~' in n11ver bnd bui lding,hundreds of them, 
A place is being prepftred for you as he said, 
Three saffrons will show you the way, .like the three wise men. 
Ons on th• right one one the left. 
If you do a good mjob with the G P dear old dad might give 
you a sign, 

You can only expect to come to grief with your nuts and bolts 
Viechles in space, 

We are not good spellers as we consentrate on everything)but 
we get by. thus the name this .and thats, 
There ar= some very unusual EE/s out there. 
You have all dons this god bit in one form or another 
they used to look for him in th<11 old days on hills and so on 
not su now days, you have had a fair go for 1987 years. 
Now it is alll comming to pass as they sayl 
I am the last of them to come up, 
Wh<11n you S!le those plan<11ts moving away you will know your 
time is near • 

. Tha ts it, 



Ethology of light 

He den 

DearS~-

CH CH 5 
Sep 27 

~ The G 5tring is the answer ~ the Universe 
I am the vine is its 9rigin 6 

The G string is not gravity ,• light 
Consentrate on Moulding Light 

5owe space craft Engines areMoulded Light, 

Consentrate on Leaves of light for a start 

I~ you can produce a Leaf of light you can 
apply it to your Body and Ki 11 a 11 your Bugs. 
as said / S§ing Left in your search of B light, 

I am the way the light is another clue. 
Sy!llbol the palm leaf. 

Blight is cold light/ it is a formula. 
There is also Clothing in light. 

The reason why planets are round is due to the mould. 
Its here with your pl!'lnet , 
Rods link most planets and is another w.qy 
of navigating the Universe, 

In light no two formulas the same. 
You are a formula. the print is your lot, 

Remember they only had to touch him to be cured, 
2 light 2 the vine.WW moulding light. 

Long long ago dear old Dad produced a line 
fr.om which all tljings you see were created, 

I await my dear old dads plea sure. 
In my house there are many mansions 
i gave you a great clue to dear old dad 
some time back. 
X oxygen i.a another clue to light, maintains a red glo, 

~v dear old dad is a true space personality. ··ne ~s a wiz 
Forget this God bit and get down to the practical,a man, 

Thtl ts it for n< 
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Air 1630/2 

Mr '1'. Good 
20 Morley Court 
78 'i'be Avenue 
Becltenhalll 
Kent BR3 2EY 
BNGLAJID 

Dear Mr Good, 

6 September 1985 

Yo~r letter of 30 July 1985 was forwarded to me by the New 
zea~ Defence Liaison Staff in London. 

The Ministry of Defence in New Zealand is not specifically 
char9&4 w:1th any formal responsibility for invet~tigating so­
called uro• s and neither is any other Goverlllllent department. 
'f'be Ministry does however take an active interest ia all 
suCh reports and within the lilllitat.ions of its resources 
conducts investigations as necessary. 

With reward to your own particular enquiry I'• afraid I can 
f'ind DOthin9 on file regarding any incident in lt55. There 
were hoWever a nm~~ber of sightings in 1978 and tbe M::>D report 
on these incidents is enclosed. Some films were taken by 
civilian pilots, but as commercial considerations were involved 
the Ministry did not examine them. 

I hope the enclosed information will be of some value to you. 

Yours faithfully, 

S.D. WBI'l'E 
Wing Ccwender 
for Chief of Air Staff 



New Zealand High Commission 
J);L7- J-1 

New Zealand Defence Liaison Staff 
New Zealand Hoose 
Haymarket 
London SW1Y 4TQ 
Telephone 01-930 8422 
Telex 24368 ~ 

7 August 1985 Reference: DL 2/4 /8 

Secretary of Defence, 
Defence Headquarters, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON. 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

1. It would be appreciated if any information can be 
made available in respec.t of the request at enclosure. 

~ ~~oeJ ~L-· _--· -~ 
0 /1 . • • --~ "'- ~f-.-.) {<ft. 

~ "(;;_ M ~ ~u ?t-..;. . . 
~"- ~ A..<J ...,..,_ p~ z;;:H, ('I. D. McG1lchnst) 

f!A ft... .JM.<..{u.) ~~.for Head NZDLS London 
.d ~$<.-1' 

Af.e.o CFtl.t<.) 
Enclosure: 1 copy of a letter dated 30 July 1985 from Mr T.J. Good. 

D: 

ENCLOSURE 
RECEIVED 



TIMOTHY GOOD 
UFO RESEARCH. BROADCASTS & LECTUR~S 

20 MORLEY COURT, 78 THE AVENUE 
BECKENHAM, KENT BR3 2EY, ENGLAND 

Answering Service 0306 880669 

I.D. McGilchrist Esq 
New Zealand Defence Liaison Staff 
New· zealand High Commission 
New Zealand House 
Haymarket 
London SWlY 4TQ Your ref: DL 2/4/8 

Dear Mr McGilchrist 

30 July 1985 

Thank you very much indeed for yoUJ helpful letter of 25 July. I had in fact 
already written to the Air Attache at the u.s. Embassy, and await his reply. 

I am currently doing some research into the involvement by governments worldwide 
in the investigation of Unidentified Flying Objects, and would be delighted if 
you could give me the official attitude of the New Zealand Government. I need 
to know, for example, where reports of sightings are sent for official investi­
gation. In Australia and Britain they are handled by the RAAF and RAF respect­
ively, as you know, so I assume that the RNZAF collects sighting reports. But 
is there any involvement by the security and/or secret services in New Zealand? 
(Forgive my ignorance, but I do not know their official titles.) 

You may be aware that the subject of UFOs has been investigated intensively by 
the CIA, National Sec.uri ty Agency, Defence Intelligence Agency, FBI, and a number 
of other agencies in the United States, and thanks to the Freedom of Information 
Act I have been able to acquire some very interesting declassified documents 
which leave little room for doubt that this much-ridiculed subject is a highly 
sensitive area, and many documents are above Top Secret and are being withheld 
in the interests of national security. 

I do recall that in 1955 the New Zealand Minister of Civil Aviation, Mr Shand, 
called for an investigation of a particular sighting by a National Airways DC-3, 
and that RNZAF security officers were involved in the enquiry. I am also aware 
of a number of fascinating sightings-by military as well as civilian pilots in 
New Zealand, and that Ministry of Defence Intelligence Services in Wellington 
was involved in investigations. It is my understanding that a few films or 
photos have been takeh by air crew in New Zealand - just as they have all over 
the world - but these have not been released as far as I am aware •. 

It may interest you to know that in a recent letter from the British MoD Secretariat 
(Air Staff) 2a, I was told that there are "phenomena", although no scientific study 
has been made, and no defence significance found. As you know, the vast majority 
of UFO reports have a conventional explanation - probably 90% - and I assume that 
the figures are similar in New Zealand. 

I do hope that this is not putting you to too much trouble, but will be glad to 
credit your help if and when I publish anything on the official attitude to this 
controversial subject·. 

• '1' - r..()()n 
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REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIABLE VISUAL AND RADAR SIGHTINGS 

EAST COAST SOUTH ISLAND : DECEMBER 1978 
.;, , .. : .... , 

-·'-'.: . . -:. 
1. As a consequence of initial adverse media comment about 
Defence's response to news of the alleged presence of UF0 1 s off 
the east coast of the South Island on two evenings in December, 
my staff undertook a study of the reported events, and prepared 
a report for me. 

·-----~·:i~.t::,,;,. 

2. As you know we ha~e traditionally.adopted.a 'low profile~· 
interest in reported UFO sightings, and until 22 December last had-~-
no special arrangements for respond~ng. to them. Thus, my staff'_."-"'~--- '.!

1 . (and subsequently myself) were not 1nformed. of the reported · -~~~ . 
. sightings on the night of 21/22 December, until 1030 hours on 22 -~l' . 

December. · ··""': · I 
-~~;;~ .. 

. . . . l 
3. · At that time, and only 'because the sightings were obse.rved ,. 
by more than one SAFE Argosy crew on several occasions, -visually an9 · · 
on their aircraft radar, and by Wellington Radar,. I agreed that ---~~·~;:: 
should similar circumstances be reported again, the RNZAF would .Y_-Z~--­
attempt to put an Orion into the area to accurately observe and .<_:~~­
report on unusual visual, electronic or meteorological phenomena. ~i~. i 
CADI'IOT were informed of the intent, and they arranged for the Air .·::;.1:. . 
Staff duty officer to be immediately advised of, any future sightings. · 

4. In the event, the occurrences· of 21/22 December . ..;a-re -:-:~1~ 
similarly repeated on the night of 30/31 December,. but because of·;';,~:.-
an administrative fault, the IJellington radar operators were not .. ,;: 
aware of the Air Staff request to be irfor111ad. l'ly starr first .. "'-... · · · 
became aware of the reported sightings of. 30/31 December on the 1 

_ f~~~~ news next day; an opportunity to o~serve the phanome~a was_,_ ; _ j 
,::-~·o ;;. .;_ ::; : -~i~- '·i: _fJ . 

s. -~ ._ After the second sightings, and in response to' an - ·::T'~Ot. 
increasingly negative news 111edia coverage, lilY staff arranged to '~:· ::~J 
launch an Orion aircraft on the night of 2/3 January; . -the purpose : -·~- j 
of the flight was to allay 111edia charges this l'linistry was acting· ,:;tJ , 
irresponsibly, and to see whether any light. could be thrown on the,.,._,, 1 

reported sightings using the Orion's disciplined crew-and electro ' 
aquipments. The sortie accomplished the first objective and'd_r 
favourable media comment, but added little to our knowledge of ~h 

_ .-reasons for_ the purported UFO sightings. The Orion captain 
: __ , __ -· ''7'·· the conclusion that the Japanese squid rlea·t,. associated wi 

'--~,--:.::.'· early •orning rise or Venus vera leading clues. ' '?':·''·~- :~[~F:~ 
. :.- . 

. ... ·, 

'· ·.!J 
' - .. -::~~; ;::·: ;f~:i:.?' 

.. ::_.::~~.;:<:;_ -" 
_,_ --~ .. 

\" .. 
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6. Because the ·Prime l'linister took a close personal ·. ,,;:._ .. . ,. 
·interest in what ~o~ent on (he spoke with DCAS t~o~ice), and --~- · , .... , 
specially asked he be informed or DePencets conclusions to ~ ·· 
·the study it 1.1as undertaking, I believe he would.l.lisl] to see_ --·:;r-:-~}:. 
a copy of' the Air Staff report. -.'.;_·. , 

7th" . . Th
1
e Air Staf'if' re1portdi~g othf'f'fcer hast idnUtfer0vi~whedt· _ :'rf·:: 

e pr~nc~pa persons nvo ve ~n e purpor e s~g ~ngs, -
collaborated with CADf'tOT, the DSIR and the Meteorological <iL:' 
Service. I consider his conclusions ere '!alid considering· · ·.', 
the circumstances. Not surprisingly they are similar to 
those of' an investigation into the first reported UFO sightings 
of a "chain of nine saucer-like objects" over Mt. Rainier, USA, 
in 1947 which proved to be mirages caused by a temperature · 
inversion. · 

B. Mr M. Collins of' the DSIR has prepared a Departmental 
report on the findings or several scientific studies under.taken, -'~~-­
and which is to be submitted to the Ministe-r or Science in the 
near future. The attached report takes account of the findings ~­
of the DSIR investigations, copies or which are held in Air · '-'- · ·-" 
Staff. .,, 

9. 
the Air 
and the 
l.leek. 

for 
Starr 
Prime 

18 Jan 79 

Enclosure: 

.. _,. _._,_ 

the reasons given at para 6 I attach copies ol' ..... ·-'-"''' .,, ' 
report Par onPorwarding to the Minister of Defence 
Minister. DPR plans to issue a PR'statement next 

(C.l. SIEGERT) 
AVM 
CAS 

Copies of Air Staff report. ' 
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Ai2~ 39/3/3 11th January 1979 

R...,PFORT ON UNIDENTIFIED VISUAL AND 

HADAR SIGHTINGS EAST COAST SOTJS:!I ISLA~TD 

DEC"'O'>,!"D"t:'P _, 078 
·•-"'•~JJ.L.I.r.\. I ./ 

Introductior: 

1. On the nights of 20/21 December 78 and 30/31 ·December 
78 WE'lllington A'T'C Radar, and the crews o.f SAFE Argosy aircraft 
(both visually and on radar) made many unidentified sightings 
off the east coast of the South Island. The first sightings 
gave rise to much publicity by the media and eventual involvement 
of the RNZAF when it was decided to conn.uct an 0ri.on !'lurvp.j 11 Rnr.e 
of ti:le area on the night of 2/3 January 79. At that time it was 
decided to start a Defence investigation and this report is 
submitted i.n accordance with DCAS instructions to provide a report 
on the events surrounding the various sightings. 

2. Air Staff was first advised'by Civil Aviation Division 
of Ministry of Transport (CADlf.OT) of these events mid-morning 21 
December 78. Historically, Defence has adopted a 'low profile' 
in connection with reports of unidentified sightings. Thus 
CAD!.'!OT has not normally reported unusual sightings to Defence. 
However, because of the number and nature of.reports.on.the night 
20/21 December 78. the Director of Civil Aviation specifically 
instructed his staff to advise Defence. On the basis of the infor­
mation received Air Staff decided that should any further si~ilar 
instances occur we would, if possible~ carry out an investigation 
by the most appropriate aircraft available over the Christmas · 
period. CADYtOT were advised to contact the Defence ·:cuty Officer 
in the event of any more sightings. As ·it transpired the memor­
andum from CAD?t!OT Read Office to the ATC Centre was not cle livered, 
thus the events of 30/31 December 78 were not renorted to Air 
Staff until the next day. -

3. Other. Government agencies, notably DSIR" and ·.:;:'l'Z ivieteor-
ological Services, are conducting their own investigations and 
have provicied relevant input to. this report. The report is 
confined to the events of 21 and 31 December 78. It does not 
take into account the film made by TV1 on 3 January 79 which is 
now being examin-=d by DSIR and will most probably prove to be a 
film of Venus and Jupiter rising. · · .,· 

4.· V!hen interviewing witnesses it was pointed·out to them 
that this was not a judicial enquiry. The credibility of 
witnesses' statements was taken at face value. However, w:.tnesse.s 
were not necesaari~y interviewed separately because it was con­
sidered that, with a fairly emotive issue such as 'UFo·s', corrob­
oration was best achieved .. by interviewing observers of the same 
events together. 

/Events 20./21 ••• 
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Events 20/21 December 78 (Refer Chart at Annex A) 

5. On 20/21 December 78 there were two SAFE Argosy flights. 
from Woodbourne· to Christchurch one of which proceeded to Dunedin 

·and terminated,· and the other returned to Woodbourne.· The firs::. 
>J.ircraft departed Woodbourne 210110 NZDT. At 0159 when south­
bound to Christchurch the aircraft captain was asked by·Wellin;r,ton 
Radar to check the Clarence River area because l.'iellington ATC 
v:as receiving radar returns from there. The crew observed lights 
at low level that could possibly have been off the Clarence River 
mouth but when the aircraft was about 30 miles north the lights 
apiJeared to go out or disappear. During this. period Christchurch. 
was visible and the sky was clear. Later in the morning (0406) 
when the aircraft was northbound the crew was again re~uested to 
check the area because Wellington Radar was again picking up radar 
re~~rns iu tt&t vicinity. The aircraft crew confirmed that lights 
were visible to seaward and the crew gotthe impression of the · 
lights making rectangular patter~at irregular frequency. The 
lights had a beam appearance rather than.a.point source appearance 
and seemed to turn away rather than' turn off. . ~ light appeared 
to illuminate the surface of the water and the alrcraft captain­
assesses that the source of the light could have been at about 
1,000 feet. However, it is the reporting officer's opinion .that 
from the aircraft's height (14,000-feet) it would not be possible 
to judge accurately the height of lights below the aircraft. 
One possibility is that the aircraft captain was observing lights 
from cars or trains because the main road and railway run parallel 
and very close to the coast for some miles in this area. However, 
the aircraft captain considers that the sightings .could have been· ·· 
produced by four. or five helicopters and the whole thing was 'quite 
undramatic'! The likelihood of such extensive aeronautical 
activity has not been confirmed by any reports receive·d frcm the 
Police or local inhabitants, In fact, no reports have been . 
received and the Police do not have any interest in the area. 

6. The second aircraft, which departed Woodbourne at 03.15; 
was also asked by \'.'ellington Radar to look at the Clarence River 
mouth area because 'llellington was picking up radar returns there. 
That aircraft crew did not observe anything in the region eit~er 
visually ar on radar. 

7. Subsequent investigations and scientifi.c observation 
- carried out by DSIR proves conclusively (in the recorting officer's 

opinion) that Wellington SRE Radar does give.anomaious radar 
returns· off the east coast off the South Island. This was Droved 
by DSIR observation of the Wellington radar 8/9 January 79 and 
taking a series of photographs of the radar presentation throughout 
the night. Concurrently three field parties were stationed at 
vantage points along the east coast with radio co~rnunications to · 
the Radar Control Centre. On several occasions during the night 
when many large returns were painting on :'!ellington Radar the 
observers on the coast could see nothing either in the air or on 
the sea in the positions passed to them by the Radar Controller. 

/Furthermore 
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Furthermore, from discussions with two or three controllers it··· 
is evident that the Wellington SRE has for several months been _:­
giving anomalous radar returns in the_ Clarence area and south -' 
of Wellington. It is possible that this could be caused. by 
a modification that was recently made to the radar head at 
Wellington depressing it one ·.degree. DSIR scientists are following 
up this possibility and their findings should be available in due 
course. 

8. There is no evidence to suggest that there was any 
clandestine activity in the vicinity of the Clarence River mouth. 
It is possible however that surface vessels could have been in 
the area with or without navigation lights but it is doubtful 
that such vessels could have given rise to the visual observation 
made by the aircraft crew. The fact that Wellington Radar 'keyed' 
both aircraft captains to look for objects in the Clarence area 
might well have induced observations from the air wnlcn mlgno or 
might not h'3.Ve been related to the Wellington :Radar returns. 

9. From information supplied by DSIR, the NZ Meteorological 
Services, and astronomers, it is evident that during ttris period, 
and indeed for the last month or so, atmospheric conditions have 
been conducive to freak propagation of radio and light waves. 
Thus it is possible that the lights observed by the aircraft captain 
could have been produced by ships'-~ights reflected or refracted 
from afar. Such anomalous propagation (ducting) could also give 
rise to spurious radar returns. Note: The reporting officer has 
just received (1155 NZDT) a report from Auckland that ATC has 
issued a NOTAM that .Auckland Radar is giving spurious returns caused· 
·by atmospheric conditions. 

10. During the period that the '.Vellington Radar Controller 
was in dialogue with the aircraft captains about radar returns in 
the Clarence a0ea the radar was also tracking a steady return on 
a track of 140 (ill) which started at wellington, proceeded to· 30 
miles and then, with less consistent radar returns, _tracked out to 
60 miles where it became stationary for 35 minutes. · It then T.oved 
west and ap;:Jeared to 't:::-ack' the. second southbound A:::-g-osy at abcut 
0328. The Wellington Radar Controller alerted the captain that 
there was a strong radar return about 25 miles to the port of the 
aircraft. The aircraft crew observed on that bearing a very bright 
light which they variously describe as a bright orb, pear shaped 

_ with a reddish tinge that then turned white. From the aircraft 
the object appeared to be stationary by visual observation but by 
the aircraft radar appeared to track the aircraft. The light 
appeared to be very close - less than ten miles. Although the 
aircraft radar return and the visual observation of the light were 
on more or less the same bearing the crew cannot confirm that the 
range was coincident. It is significant that within a few minutes 
of the crew's observation, Venus was· rising on a bearing that 
coincided with their visual observation. DSIR optics, physics, 
and meteorological experts have confiTmed that prevailing atmos­
pheric ccnditions might well have produced most unusual but ~ot 
unknown phenomena that could have made Venus appear large, bright 
and orange. There is a plethora of astronomical information that 
describes this phenomenon: Thus it is highly probable that the 
alrcrew's observation was an unusual view of Venus. 

R EST~JCTED _ /11. The radar 
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11. The radar returns observed on the aircraft radar might 
have.beeri caused by a natural return ·by a ·ship or perhaps could 
have been anomalous returns caused by the prevailing atmospheric 
conditions. During the period 19 - 28 December 73 some 50 
Japanese squid boats sailed from Wellington to the area of the 
1\lernoo Bank (120 miles east of Banks Peninsula) •. These vessels 
departed ~ellington in groups of about 10 and their track to 
their fishing grounds is almost identical to the radar track 
plotted by ~ellington radar. ~ile there is no conclusive proof 
that these vessels could have caused the fairly steady trace 
observed by Wellington it i.s a fact that during the period of all 
these observations there was no shortage of shipping in the area. 
Furthermore, once in position and fishing, the squid fleet. would 
have produced an intense light source which coupled with prevailing 
meteorological co,.ditions could have been resporrsible !or many and 
varied reflected or refracted light images. (Each boat puts out 
about 200kw of light.) · . ) 

12. A further observation (which· has 'not been reported by 
the media) was made by the crew of this the same Argosy when the 
aircraft was some 50 miles north east of Christchurch. . The 
captain observed five consecutive blips on the aircraft radar which 
over a period of five seconds traced a pattern towards the aircraft 
and then veered off very sharply te its port. Simultaneously the 
co-pilot observed a flas2ing white light (which looked like a 
strobe light) describing the same sort of path. For the brief 
period that the returns were received on radar the object must 
have been travelling at about 10,800mph~ This sighting, above 
all others during the night, caused the· crew considerable consterna­
tion~ It is possible that such a phenomenon could be produced · 
by a meteor which are not unlmown at this time of theyear. A · 
further possible explanation could be that the effect was caused 
by a 'double bounce' radar contact produced by ducting. rt·is 
note-worthy that an ffi{ZAF Orion crossing Cape Palliser on 9 January 
78 at 1652 HZDT observed a radar contact at 15 miles moving fast 
towards the aircraft. There was no cloud and no surface contacts 
visible. The radar return crossed the aircraft's track one mile 
ahead, but there was no visual sighting. The closing speed was 
calculated at 1,000mph thus the object itself was travelling at 
some 630 mph. OPHQ staffs have considered the possibilities and 
assess that the radar return could have been of an object 200 
miles north of NZ (perhaps cloud) with freak propagation giving 
rise to the radar observation made in the aircraft. But for 
1rnowing that a Defence enq1:iry was under way OPHQ would not normally 
have considered it necessary to pass on this information. 

13. A further sighting on the 20/21 December 78 was made by 
the Orderly Officer and Duty Air Traffic Controller at ffi1ZAF Base 
Woodbourne. At 2350 the Orderly Officer saw what he considered 
to be three lights of a Bristol Freighter three to four miles 
from Woodbourne. However, as no aircraft could be heard .and the 
lights did not appear to get any closer he checked through binoc­
ulars and determined that the lights appeared to be going towards 
Wellington. Of the three lights the middle one appeared as a 
white beam pointing northward. The lie-hts appeared to move upward 

/and around 
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and around in a rectangular pattern but at random speed. He' 
observed the lights for Sbout 59 minutes •. The bearing from 
Vloodbourne was about 080 (iv!), J..e., towards Cape Campbell. 
At one stage the lights appeared to 'rush forward' but generally 
over the period seemed to move northward and eventually fade. 
In comparative terms the observer considered that the lights' 
pattern looked like somebody 'spotlighting'. The Duty Air 
Traffic Controller observed the same lights from the control 
tower balcony. His impression was that the lights comprised 
one bright orange light and two less intense white lights.. The 
large light appeared to remain stationary while the other two 
seemed to move north. A ~haft.of light periodi8a~ly appeared 
to 'beam down' from the whJ.te lJ.ghts at about 40 J.n a northerly 
direction. Using binoculars apparently had no enlarging effect 
on the lights! This could indicate that the lights were at 
a great distance from the observer and not in Cook Strait as he 
imagined. This thesis is supported by the fact that on checking 
with 7/ellington Radar the Wccdbour:1e observer was advised that 
the radar was painting five targets in the Clarence area but no 
mention •.vas made of any returns in (;ook Strait. It is highly 
i~nrobable that the radar returns and the visual observations were 
in-any way connected. · 

14. The reporting officer awaits a copy of the taped conver-
sation between the Wellington Radar Controller, the aircraft and 
the Woodbourne observer and in addition the Woodbourne observer 
is preparing a sketch map showing bearings,etc,in more detail. 
When these two pieces of evidence are available they may shed 
more light on the occurrence! 

SUmmary 

15. It is the reporting officer's opinion that almost all 
the sightings made 20/21 December 78 can be explained by natural 
but unusual uhenomena. There were atmospheric conditions that 
could have uroduced unusual visual and radar returns. There 
is no doubt-that 'Yellington SRE was (and still is) giving ·spurious 
radar returr'.s in the area under surveillance. ·with sor.Ie of the 
visual sightings of 'beams' of light it is only possible to 
speculate on possible causes. On-going investigation by ~SIR 
scientists and the reporting officer may help to clarify this 
in due course. Perhaps the most diffic'.llt aspect to explain 
away is the apparent concern - even apprehension - of the a.ircrews 
involved in the sightings. At present they do not seem to be 
prepared to accept the fact that they might have observed Venus. 
Thankfully, ':lo11ever, neither do they believe that they saw a visitor 
from outer space! Perhaps when more scientific evidence is 
gat!:lered their minds will be set at. rest. 

Events 30/31 December 78 (Refer Chart at Annex B) 

16. On 30/31 December 78 an Argosy on a routine flight ~ut 
carrying the TV crew that made the film shown on Australian TV) 
departed \'lellington at 2346 to proceed Christchurch and then 

/return 

RFSTRICTEO 
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)turn to Woodbourne. 

17. At 0013 while climbing to 14-',000 feet the aircraft 
crew observed four to five lights .close_to'the surface near the 
coast of the Kaikoura Peninsula (pos~ibly in the Clarence Rivet 
area but the crew were not sure and did not confirm with their 
radar). On checking with 7i'ellington ATC the crew were advised 
that Wellington Radar had contacts 13 miles ahead of the :;.ircraft 
(these would have been off Clarence). · The crew observed a 
pulsing type of white light that looked like ·a helicopter· search. 
light zooming on to the beach somewhere north of the Kaikoura 
Peninsula. Again, it is difficult to explain the lights, short 
of them being some anomalous type of reflection or refraction, 
cars, or trains. However it is most probable that the '}/ellington 
Radar returns were spurious. 

18. At 0018 when the aircraft wa·s ·about 10 miles north of 
the Clarence River mouth, ~ellington Radar advised the crew . 
that there was a strong radar return behind them. They orbited 
and saw nothing.. This was almost cer~ainly_ e.._ spurious radar 
return. 

19. At 0042 when the aircraft' was about 10 miles 'nortl:.east 
of Motunau Island, '!Tellington Radar advised the crew that there 
was a large radar target behind the aircraft that appeared. on 
the radar screen as a blip larger than the aircraft return and 
appeared to be tracking the Argosy, The aircraft captain car~ied 
out a left orbit but neither he nor the first officer saw anyt':ling. 
The crew did not refer to the aircraft radar and Christchtrrch 
radar was not operating for ATC purpose-s at the time. 

'20. Just before crossing the coast near Woodend the crew 
observed a white light on the starboard side of the aircraft and 
Christchurch Radar advised that there was a target at three-o'clock 
to the aircraft that 'moved off' when the air'craft was about 
1. 5 miles from touch down. No reports hav·e been received. from 
inhabitants of the area of any unusual lights ·or aeronautical 
activity. Thus, again, the natural explanation is that. the. light 
and radar return were spurious possibly caused by some sort of 
anomalous propagation. ' · ' 

21. It is interesting to note that while taxiing to dispersal 
both the aircrew on the Argosy and the ATC officers in the control 
tower observed lights to the right of Sugar Loaf Hill which seemed 
to have the ·-same pulsating characteristics as the lights observed 
earlier during the flight. The bearing of these lights would 
almost certainly coincide with the bearing of the sq,uid fleet from 
Christchurch and if the lights could be proved to be refracted 
or reflected returns from the ?quid vessels much of the mystery 
would be solved! · 

22. At 0216 the aircraft departed Christchurch on the 033 
radial. ~en overhead 7oodend both crew members observed a 
large white light to the northeast. They also observed on the 
aircraft radar a very large target at 18 miles from the aircraft. 
The crew cannot be positive that-the light and the radar return 
were coincident but that was the appearance that they gave. 
Slightly before these observations the first officer had noticed 
through thin cloud a light which he describes as having the 

;------·---,;: _RESIBlCT£0. 
.; . .- -
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appearance of a squashed orange. Eventually this light bec.ame 
fully visible and measured against the thumb at arms length 
appeared to be about two inches long, that is, a very large '' 
source of light. The crew observed this light·for some minutes 
while cruising at 13,000 feet. Between 35 and 40 miles from ~-. 
Christchurch the aircraft captain, of his oEn volition, turned· 
towards the ~ight. This

0
necessitated a_90 turn onto ~heading 

of about 125 at about 25 bank. The aucraft speed was 215 · · 
knots. The image on the aircraft radar moved to 10 miles from · 
the aircraft but the crew cannot say whether this was due to 
their velocity or the movement of the radar return. The radar 
image then stayed in the same relative position to .the a-ircraft 
for a few minutes (as if it were 'backing up' at the aircraft's 
speed). At this stage the large light appeared to go above, 
behind, and below the aircraft as the captain turned left to 
regain track and avoid further 'confrontation' with the object! 
This series of events occurred over a time frame of about 20 
minutes. Throughout, Christchurch radar was working. but reported 
nothing. Wellington Radar had been observing the aircraft during 
the period but did not report any ~identified radar contact in · 
that area. · 

23. The visual observation made by the crew is consistent 
with an unusual view of Venus. The bearing of the observation 
coincides with the point at which Venus would have been visible. 
However, this observation was made' at about .0225 and Venus did 
not rise until about 0328. Nevertheless, DSIR scientists have 
advised that with super refraction it, would be possible t.o see 
the planet some time before it's actual rising and if it were 

·seen it would have the appearance that the- crew described. . The 
last effect of the light passing above, below and behind the 
aircraft could be explained by an astronomical phenomenon known 
as the 'troublesome layer' • In the prevailing conditions .with­
a marked inversion above about 10,000 feet, ·and fairly strong 
westerly winds with standing waves on_ the leeward side of the 
Alps the inversion layer can take on a marked wave form. , Thus 
at the time that the light performed its convolutions around. 
the aircraft it is possible that the aircraft was passing from 
one side of the inversion layer to the other. The fact that 
the light was no longer visible tends to support this thesis and 
it is most probable that the aircraft's radar return was spurious 
or of a ship, in view of the lack of. confirmation of any other 
targets in the area by the Wellington Radar. 

24. As the aircraft approached Kaikoura two or three radar 
contacts were noted on the aircraft radar at about ten o'clock 
position. These would be consistent with the radar returns 
Wellington had noted in the Clarence area fnr most of the night -
and were almost certainly spurious. 

25. Approaching Cape Campbell the aircraft captain observed 
what he thought was a fishing fleet off Cape Palliser. These 
might well have been part of the squid fleet enroute south. 

26. As the aircraft turned towards Blenheim the first officer 
observed what appeared to be orange lights in the Nelson Bay area 
which appeared to move across the sounds towards Picton. No 
explanation can be offered for this observation but it has not 

RESTRICTED /been confirmed 
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been confirmed by any sightings made from the ground. The 
aircraft landed at Blenheim at 0315. ":·.·· 

Conclusions 

27. The foregoing report has been'compiled after interviews 
with most of the principle witnesses involved with the sightings 
20/21 and 30/31 December 1978. The SAFE pilots were most help­
ful to the· reporting officer in the very frank manner in which 
they related their experiences and the time they spent in inter­
view. It is considered that the reporting officer should, as 
soon as possible, informally debrief the SAFE aircrew involved 
on the general tenor of the findings to date. 

28. It is evident that because of the interest over these 
sightings reports will continue to come in from various sources 
and on-going investigations by DSIR and meteorological officers 
will probably serve to correlate much of the information. 
Nevertheless, it is considered that Defence should issue aPR 
statement fairly soon in order to tone d·owri much of. the wild 
speculation that has existed over recent weeks. 

29. In summary the reporting officer has made the following 
findings: 

a. During the period of the observations, and indeed 
now, atmospheric conditions over NZ are .conducive 
to freak propagation of radio and light waves. 

b. Venus was rising in the eastern ·sky and at this 
time of the year is unusually bright in appearance. 

c. Wellington Radar has been giving spurious indica­
tions off the east coast of the South Island. for 
some time but over recent weeks anomalous returns 
seem to have been more prevalent. 

d. During the period an unusually large number of 
vessels (the squid fleet) sailed from Wellington, 
often at night, to position off Banks Peninsula. 
Not only would these vessels provide a good. source 
for radar returns but the lights that they use 
when fishing could explain some of the visual 
sightings of unusual lights. 

e. The reporting officer speculates that the observa­
tion of lights in the Clarence area might have 
been caused by trains or cars. 

f. The reporting officer is of the opinion that 
the large number of unusual occurrences on 

/the nights 

RESTRICTED 
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.the nights in question made some aircrew and 
air tra.f.fic controllers particularly respon­
sive to the various sightings. 

g. There is no connection between the many sightings 
in the Clarence area and the larger lights seen 
to the east (and which were the subject of the. 
much publicised TV films). 

h. Almost all the sightings can be explained by 
natural but unusual phenomena. The few for 
which the evidence to date in inconclusive may 
well be explained in due course when current " 
investigations are completed. 

RESTRICTED 

·_ .. ~%-\1-~'\_l-- . d:1. CLDlliNTS p 
Wing Commander 
Director of Operations 



•'. 

~erwr:uv:;. 

rtic (NV'~~Tt~ATES 
1i.~G I ~.J+·OA+{ KE7UILN 

5£rtiN ~ /HE ~/C. - S~iiS 
.IVOTfl4 N&,. 

..,...,, r•i/IJ(,;u,Nb Me.. JtvVElTI"•"Ta 

~""'0-"""1<.. c.c-7P.CT-:" A7 fO 1 o' C:.~c.tt • 

, (c~GI"<<'(...£ 1'1--4-C-"') 

··> . 
..;..-- .· 

,;'1 W/'1 ,e,.,...e 
l-A;<l.GC T~ 5rrl-kNl::.• 

J'Hc. CRA.IT.t - S~ f'VCTH1f'l6o 

065E8,VA-7tDNS 

3o/3-1 bEC 78 

..__ 

··--

--..... 

,·,_· 

-· 
\lj. 

.- .. 
<··· 

· ... 

~, 

,· .. •· 

~ 

/ 

-~;> 

.··:<;~~-· 
~/,/ 

..,._.·.>· ., 

·· .. ···,·. 
,. 
·~ 

)l 
~lb 

FI-E"£T ,, . 

/' 

I•• 
~ 

) : 

~ 

• ....-

;... 
!•, -



N (r) 

i 
;-------
; 

,. 
i_, 

O§SE!<-vAIIoNS 

2o (ZJ DEC 78 

··--.. 

RESTRICTED 
. --· ···-····--- - - .. ·····-·-- -----· 

Dors i<-EPoK.T 
DATeD I I JA-t\119 

.. , 
'I· 

\ 
\ ,. _:;...,. .,. 
\ •'J 

.. ,. 
> ~ 

SQ.Uib ~\..SET 

·~ "l 
~~ .)/ - ~'"""" 

~ - j ,!i 

./' 



RNZF.F UFO SIGHTING HEPORT 

·"7 
RNZAF 56 

The unidentified radar and visual sightings reported by aircraft and 

tile Air Traffic Control radars off the north east coast of the South Island 

recently, are the result of natural but unusual atmospheric phenomena. 

This is the conclusion arrived at in the Air Force's just completed 

investigation into the sightings. 

3efore arriving at his conclusions, the investigating officer 

int:ervie•ded all the p!:'inciple witnesses involved in the sigh tings on the 

nights of 2 0 and 30 Decer:\ber. He also worked closely with t.he DepartEtent 

o:t Scientific and Industrial Research, the Civil Aviation Division of the 

Hi.~·1istry of ?:r:.·cu12po:r-t, and the Meteorological Service. 

His ret.·:_~ort. reveals that during the mont.hs of DecembeJ:- and early 

,Janua:cy, atmospheric conditions over New Zealand were conducive to freak 

e.t'fects on radar and light waves. Alsoi the pJ.anet Venus was risi71g in the 

~.!as"i.:er~l sky early in the morning, and ai.: this ·time of the year is unusua2_J.y 

brigl'l~ in appearance. 

It was also revealed tha·t for some time the Nellington ?.ir 'i'raff.i.c 

Cont:ro1 radar has been giving spurious returns off "t.he east coast of i::h~ 

Sou·th Is;land .. 

Ove;:- the period more than 50 Japanese squid boats sailed from 

tVellingt.on to a posi·cion 120 miles off Ba.nks· Peninsula. 

Not only would 1:he squid boats giv~ a good source of radar return 

;.;hi.lsi: in tra.nsi t to the squid fishinq grounds, but D."ley gene:cc,tE~ a very 

la.r'.}e amount Gf light when fishing a·t night~ 

200 k5.1c~~;.Jct.l:t.::; of light t~..:, ati.::r.·act sq:uid to '+ :r ..... s 

of the 

Each boat gener.2tes about 

l ur:es 
' 

and this light source 

visuo.J sight:irrgs. 

FURTHER INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER (AIR). 

DEFENCE HEADQUARTERS. WELLINGTON. 
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The investj.gating officer also speculates that lights seen in the 

CJ.arence niv~:::r movth could have come from trains or vehicles travellinsr 

nlong the coast, and affected by unusual atmospheric reflections and 

refrac-t:ions .. 

There is no evidence to connect the many radar and vlsual sight.ings 

in the Clarence River and the larger lights seen to the east. 

1\ !'iinistry of Defence spol<:esman said the Hinistry was completely 

s&-tisfied there were no unE,xplained physical objects in the skies at the 

time of ·the sightings ~ 

The lights were almost certainly from surface or planet:ary sources 

affected by atmospheric reflection, refraction and distortion. 

Radar sets are known to be subject to spurious returns, and it was 

significant that on the occasions the large light was being filmed by a 

television team on board the Argosy freighter, neither Christchurch or 

Wellington radars reported any related visual sightings on their screens. 

The spokesman said that the MinisJcry of D8fence was not specifically 

char9ed \d.th for.rnal :r:espons:tbil.ity for investigating so-called uni.O.ent.ified 

flying objects in peacetime.. Ho\.;rever 1 the Ministry does take an active 

interest in all such reports and \·li thin the limitations of its resources 1 

conducts investigations as necessary. 

Commenting on some mE~dia speculation that. the country v1as defenceless 

against air attack, the spokesman said that New Zealand did not have 

a c:~·,mplE~:-: air defc-=:nce sys·tem, comprising soph:Ls'cicated radar Gqlli!_:n-nent 

und a fo::·ce of mi1::z.iles and intercept.or aix·craft~ 

\ 
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The recently announced Defence Review explains that over the next 

decade at least, a physical threat to New Zealand's security, by sea 

or from the air, is so remote that expenditure of funds on 

sophisticated air defence eguipments could not be justified • 

. No costing of a comprehensive air defence system for New Zealand 

had been done, but the Defence spokesman said that the bill would be 

enormous and well beyond current resource levels. 

The Defence spokesman concluded by saying that the Ministry totally 

discounts the possibility of visits to New Zealand, and particuiarly 

to the areas of the country where the recent reports have suggested, of 

alien aircraft or other flying machine-s. It also categorically discounts 

any suggestion that air activity of any kind has taken place which poses 

any threat to New Zealand's security. Defence does not share the view of 

t.hose who believe we are visited_ from outer space, or covertly by the air­

craft or machines of potentially unfriendly nations. 
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YOUR REF: AIR 1630/2 

QJ:elrpbonr: 739 533 
lJ.<!l. jilox 10152 
m:br m:rrrarr, Wrllington 

OUR REF: 34 

Secret y of Defence, 
Minis ry of Defence, 
Pri te Bag, 
WE INGTON. 

Dear Mr McLean, 

l!&fftre of tbe l!&mbubSman 
4tb .Jfloor. 163-165 m:br m:rrrarr 

Wrllington 

21 December 1984 

Thank you for your letter of 10 December concerning the 
requests made under the Official Information Act by 
Mr H.J. Knapman of the Mutual UFO Network Inc. I have also 
received under separate cover a copy of Group Captain Adamson's 
letter and enclosures of 3 December to Mr Knapman. 

I have noted that yotinhave reviewed your earlier decision 
on Mr Knapman 1 s fourth request and have now provided him with 
copies of Wing Commander Clement's report of 11 January 1979 
on the sightings off the Kaikoura Coast late in 1978 and also 
a copy of the memorandum of 18 January 1979 from the Chief 
of Air Staff to the Chief ~f Defence Staff which discussed 
the findings of the Orion flight in January 1979. I have 
therefore discontinued my investigation and review on 
Mr Knapman 1 s fourth request on the grounds that- it has been 
resolved by your Ministry. 

I should like to thank you and your officers for your 
help during my investigation and r~view. 

AV The classified documents supplied to 
(ff now be collected from Mr Finnie. 

this Office can 

Lester Castle 
Chief Ombudsman. 
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I - Jff ~ .• j-- Air 1630/2 

A ~~ ~ r· vrr- -f i.v-~ 
~ "--{)./1 MINUTE~ 0 ~' 

(' !U?. 0 tU!J ,.--~ I . 
!) f\ .., ((!'-~T 10- Au Staff fr 

.• / I ft(JJ t.:.. _ _19;.. , .../ ~ f.- ~ 
As_y'ol) ~/'-'~~J!V'~ J,w' JMO 'J ~ ~ 

(;.o HAROLD J. KNAPMAN (Lf/'.~ !%'" fi'r-{ • 

Rofmcoo< D•b""m lottoc dotod 19 N'" 84. ft----
1. You asked for comment upon Mr Castle's letter to the 
Secretary at reference. 

2. I am familiar with this issue and have consulted 
with the Ombudsman's office both before and since we received 
this letter. I am not dissatisBied with the Ombudsman's 
decision; we always knew we were on shaky g~und in with­
holding the Clements report'and in ·attempti'ng to invoke 
Section 16(e). We did sommainly to avoid setting a precedent 
and also because we did not wish to enter into any more 
tedious and up~roductive correspondence than absolutely 
necessary. I am sure our main concern quite definitely . 1\ was the protection of Mrs Moreland's privacy and, since the 

V Ombudsman upheld us here, I feel we can concede on the 
Clements report with good enough grace. 

3. I attsch a draft response to Mr Castle for the 
Secretary•~ consideration together with a letter we intend 
to send to "r Knapman. With any luck, this will be the 
end of a remarkable exercise in the wasting of time. 

4 Dec 84 
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(P.R. ADAMSON) 
Gp Capt 
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DRAFT 

Air 1630/2 

The Chief Ombudsman 

Office of the Ombudsman 

P.O. Box 10.152 

The Terrace 

WELLINGTON 

Dear Mr Castle, 

~ 7- -f-'-
Plsssc refer La your letter of 19~ November ~ 

in which you discuss the requests made under the Official 

Information Act by Mr Harold ~. Knapman. 

report by Wing Commander Clements on the sightings off 

the Kaikoura coast late in 1978. I understand that, 

consequent upon discussions between Mr finnie of your office 

and Group Captain Adamson of the Air Staff, it wes considered 

appropriate that Mr Knapman should also be provided with a 

copy of the internal memorandum from the Chief of Air Staff 

to the Chief of ~efence Staff which accompanied this report. 

I Bllclose a copy oF a leLLer wllicM 19es Been sent La 

\\:tJ~M~r:-;~~n~a~p .,.~m ~~a~~n~t~""~§;-:e:t+l •~e~c~:~w:i-~L~I .~t~~~e;-documents in question . ~ ~ ' 
l· ···"; --/7 1 

~. 
;)1I 

... ... 
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Yours sincerely 

D 8 6" Mclean 

Secretary of Defence 

DRAFT 

2. 



10 December 1984 

The Chief OJRbudiJIIIIln 
Office of the Ombudsman 
PO Box 16152 
The Terrace 
WELLINGTON 

Dear Hr Castle 

I 
-

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
..... 

~----· ····--........... 
' ORIGHMTGR'S H~ii i~L,_, I 

BEFORE Sll.lfJATURE to 

FOR SlmlATUflE loy 
.\o L ' Joo 

Air 1630/2 

BEFORE DJ~r-ATCH to ~- ~ 

DISPATCH /12~~1gc Jr..'/\ 
AFTER DISPATCH to 

BRING UP I •• ,. 
FilE I Data lnltlala 

' . --~-·-
-----~ 

Thank you for yoiar letter of 19 Novelllber in which you discuss the 
re~ests made under the Official Information Act by Hr Baro1d J. 
Knapman. 

It was a prime purpose for Defence in this matter to ensure that 
the former Mrs Moreland's privacy should be protected. I note 
your aqreemant with this objective and accept yo11r ruling that 
we were not on good ground in extendin9 thi~ consideration to a 
refusal to provide Mr Knapman with a copy of the report by Wing 
Commander Clements on the sightings off the Kaikoura coast late 
in 1978. I understand that, consequent upon discussions between 
Mr Finnie of your office and Group captain Adamson of ti1e Air 
Staff 1 it 'Has considered appropriate that Mr Knapman should also 
be provJ.ded with a copy of tha internal :aemorand\Ull fr001 the Chief 
of Air Uaff to the Chief of Defence s-taff which accompanied this 
report. 

I understand tl1at it is appropriate that we should now write to 
Mr Knapman forwarding the documents in question. I enclose a 
copy of that letter. 

Yours sincere1y 

DB G McLean 
Secretary of Defence 



Air 1630/2 

Air Steff 

AS(Pol) 

HARQbp J, KNAPMAN 

Ombuffiten letter deted 19 Nov 84. 

1. You asked for comment ~en Mr Ceatls'a letter to ths 
seoratery at reference. 

2. I am faJRtU.ar with tl\ia haue and have consulted 
11tth the Omlltud~J!I•n' a ot'l'ioe lt-oth lltafe:re ancl a.lnea we uca1 ved 
tnLe letter; 1 am not d1a88t1alied with the Omltlulilamen•s 
clac1a1Gnl we alwa)'a k~UJw we wau on shaky gound in wHh­
holclint the Cl111118nh rapo:tt and in- ailt81Rj!lting to 1nvokil 
$Ht1on 16(e). t.le cij.d • .,...1nly to avoid eatUng a p:uaedant 
and dao '•••u" ve Gtid l'l'bt wlah to enter into any mo:re 
tecU.oua ancl UJ!Jl"odwoth• oon•eapononoa than absolutely 
naoeaeary. 1 8111 aan:a OWl' main aonctern quite definitely 
~.~ .. the proteeUon of Mu Mo~rdancl' a prl.vecy anl!f, aJ.noe the 
Ol!ll:lulllsman upheld ua hare, I hal we can coneecle on tha 
Clements re)itott. wUh good enough tr•••• 

l. 1 et\ach a draft t•eponae to Mr Castle for the 
Saoratary1 e conaJ.daraticn together with a latter wa intand 
to aand to f"'r Knapman, With any luck, thJ.a will be tna 
and of a remarkable allarciea in the waatlng or t.ima, 

4 Oea 84 

fl.~~ 
(P.R. AOAf"'SON) 
Gp Capt 
SASCI 



Air 1630/2 

3 December 1984 

Dear ~r Knapaan, 

following repreaantationa eade on your behalf 
by the Chief Ollbud ... n, fAJUt raqlilaat f'or ontain infneation 
aacla under th:a ftUqJ.al Ir~l'ctaat.bm Act has &Jean reviewed. 
You have requa•ted aopias eft 

a. the report ma4e on aevaral aovie films allegedly 
handed to the RNZAr in 1954; 

b. a aenior Nt9 1 s report on a uro sighting at 
WMmtapai ala• in 1954; 

c. the report upen ftr-a r. ftorelana•a sighting 
ett' a·VF'O at llolihol.• in 1959: and, 

d. the internal report upen the INZM" investigation 
into tlttt KailtclNU a19htlno• in 1978/79. 

b waa alllflbU.d lly Squaoen Leade!l' Lynch in his 
letter to you utalll 1Tttl ltov...,r f983, there is no ncud 
of any mevb films whioh may· have b .. n rHaivad by tho 
ltNUf' in us.. Tfta · 811!tWd•an •·••epte that neltku the 
films th ... elMa 1\0l' any ret-...nua to itt•• an held in 
Dafana tia.. 

I unuutarud rru the O.budtJIIan that you aoaept 
Squadren Leadttt Lyncn•s uavranoe that thar• is no r•cord 
on tib of any uro dOhtint wttne•••d by • aanhr NCO at 
Whenuapel in U54. 

The OMbuda.an haa •treed that Squadron Leader 
L.ynoh 1 e claoi.s.ton to wlthhald the l'eport. upon !!Irs flo:raland's 
sighting waa correct in that it is naoeeaary to protect ha:r 
privacy. 

/Jt 
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It aaa bean agreed that you should be provided 
with a copy of the report of the RNZAr investigation into 
the unidentified vieual end radar sightinga off the Kaikoura 
coast in ,978 and this is anoloaad. The Ombudsman haa 
recommancltld that yoo also be provided with a copy of an 
internal memorandum from the Chief of Air Staff to tha 
Ch.hf of Oafanca Staff which aooom.paniad this report and 
which explains the raaaena for the 1nvaat1gation. This 
al11o 1a ancloaad. You will nata that reference ia made 
to the Orion flight conducted in January 1979 and to the 
o•noluaiana reached by the aircraft captain. Since tha 
flight itself Y*•ldad no positive information, no formal 
report was placed on record. You will also nota fafaranca 
to a DSlR report on the findings of aavaral aoiantific 
atudiaa made into thaaa sightinga. If you wish to have 
aoaaae to this information than it would be proper to request 
it from D!!IR. 

I trust thla information will be of interest and 
value to you. I am aura you will also hear from the 
Chief Ombud11msn in due course. 

f:ncloaurnl 

Yours faithfully, 

(P.R. ADAMSON) 
tlnup Captain 
far Chisf of Air Staff 

1, Air 39/3/3 dated 11th January 1979 
2. CAS l'lin*t• 4/79 dated 18th January 1979 

i 
·' 
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4th :Jfloor. 163-165 l!Lbr l!Lrrrarr 
Wrllington 

m:hr m:rrrarr, Wrllington 

The Secretary of Defence 
Ministry of Defence 
Pr.ivate Bag 
WELLINGTON 

Dear Mr McLean, .2.1 • /( • 

I refer to my letter of 6 November concerning the 
requests made under the Official Information Act by Mr 
H.J. Knapman on behalf of the Mutual UFO Network Inc. 

I shall discuss in turn each of Mr Knapman's 
requests. 

First, Mr Knapman asked for a copy of the report on 
several movie films taken by civilians in April 1954 which 
were made available to the Air Force and, if possible, 
copies of these films. I am satisfied from your report 
and the discussions between Mr Finnie of my office and 
Group Captain Adamson of your Ministry that a thorough 
search for this material has been made but that the 
Ministry simply does not hold them. 

Secondly, Mr Knapman asked for a copy of a senior 
NCO's report on UFO sightings at Whenuapai on 18 August 
1954. As mentioned in Mr Laking's letter to you on 6 
April, Mr Knapman accepts the Ministry's explanation on 
this point. It is therefore not necessary for me to 
pursue this aspect. 

Thirdly, Mr Knapman asked for the report on Mrs F. 
Moreland's sighting of a UFO on 13 July 1959. The Ministry 
relied on s.9(2)(a) and s.9(2)(b) of the Act to withhold 
this information. I am satisfied that the decision by 

I 
the Ministry under s.9(2) (a) to withhold this information 

. / on the grounds that it is necessary to protect the privacy 
V of Mrs Moreland was correct. I also consider that with-

holding that information is not outweighed by other 
considerations which render it desirable in the public 
interest to make it available. In forming this view, I 
have taken into account the extent of harassment which 
Mrs Moreland suffered in the past and which she would be 
likely to suffer in the future if this information were 
made available. It is therefore not necessary for me to 
consider the Ministry's reliance on s.9(2) (b) (i) or 
s.9(2) (b) (ii). 

I ... 
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Fourthly, Mr Knapman asked for the report by the Air 
Force on 2 January 1979 of a UFO sighting at Kaikoura. 
Mr Knapman has clarified that what he was seeking was the 
internal report about the findings of the Air Force following 
the Orion flight in January 1979 east of Kaikoura. In 
fact there are two reports relevant to Mr Knapman's 
request for information: first, the main report of 11 
January 1979 by Wing Commander J.B. Clements which 
you made available to me, and a further report which 
discussed the findingscr the Orion flight on 2 January 
1979 which was shown to Mr Finnie of my office on 2 
November by Group Captain Adamson. You have explained that 
the main report was summarised in a press release at the 
time which contained all the salient findings of the 
enquiry. You add that the reconnaisance flight of 2 January 
yielded no further positive information. You therefore 
consider that the Ministry had satisfied its requirements 
under the Official Information Act by passing a copy of 
the press release to Mr Knapman (s.l6(e)). 

As Mr Finnie explained to Group Captain Adamson, the 
1A Ministry cannot rely on s.l6(e) when Mr Knapman has 
V1 specifically requested the Ministry's internal reports of 

the Kaikoura sightings and the Orion reconnaisance flight 
on 2 January 1979. This is because s.l6(2) places on the 
Hinistry an obligation to make information available 
in the way preferred by the person requesting it, except 
where the provisions of s.l6(2) (a) or (b) or (c) apply. 
I understand Group Captain Adamson raised the possibility 
that answering such requests for reports from those persons 
interested in UFOs would impair the efficient administra­
tion of the Ministry. In this case, however, the information 
in question is readily available, i.e. the main report of 
9 pages and a further report of approximately 2 pages. 
In my opinion it would not impair the efficient administra-

\\ 
tion of your Ministry to make these two reports available 
to Mr Knapman. 

While I note that the main report has not been 
released to any agency or person outside the Ministry until 
now, you have not established that there is good reason for 

(
withholding this information from Mr Knapman under the 
Official Information Act. Similarly, you have not 
established that the later report which relates t.o t.he 
Orion reconnaisance flight which Mr Knapman has requested 
can be withheld under the Act. My provisional opinion 
therefore is that the Ministry's decision not to make the 
information requested available to Mr Knapman was wrong and 
that it would be appropriate for me to recommend that both 
the main report of 11 January and the additional report 
discussing the Orion reconnaisance flight should be made 
available to Mr Knapman. I am prepared to consider any 
further comments you may wish to make but meantime it is 
open to you to review the Ministry's earlier decision and 

I . . 
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make this information available to Mr Knapman. If you 
so decided I would discontinue my investigation and review 
of Mr Knapman's request on the grounds that it had been 
resolved by your Ministry. 

You have also expressed concern about the general issue 
of making available Defence files on UFOs on request. You 
envisage a flood of demands for information that the Ministry 
does not have and demands for explanations it cannot give. 
You suggest that it would be contrary to the public 
interest to allow pointless diversion of the resources of 
a department of State and that s.9(2) (b) would seem to 
apply. It is not necessary for me to consider this aspect 
in detail because it does not form part of my investigation 
and review of the decision of Squadron Leader P.J. Lynch 
on Mr Knapman's specific requests. I would, however, 
comment that as I understand the position the Ministry 
holds very few reports of specific investigations which 
it has conducted into UFOs. Accordingly, the amount of 
specific information which the Ministry has is very 
limited, apart from the correspondence it receives from 
those who believe they have sighted UFOs and from other 
UFO enthusiasts. Each request for official information 
must now be determined by the Ministry in accordance with 
s.S of the Official Information Act and the basic 
principle that the information shall be made available 
unless there is good reason for withholding it. Conse­
quently, the Ministry will have to consider each request 
for particular information on its own merits. 

The classified documents supplied to this office can now 
be collected from Mrs Richards of this office. I should be 
grateful for their return, together with the later report 

1 
prepared by your Ministry concerning the Orion reconnaisance 
flight on 2 January 1979, with your further report. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lester Castle, 
Chief Ombudsman 
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23 August 1984 

Mr J C Thompson 
57 Dillon St 
BLENHEIM 

Dear Mr Thompson 

Office of 
MINISTER OF DEFENCE 

Parliament Buildings 
Wellington, New Zealand 

MINISTER OF DEFENCE I 
! 

2 7 All f. 1Cfl.~ 

Thank you for your letter·of 31 July about the sighting of unusual 
phenomena at Waikawa Bay on 17 December 1978. 

I understand that·you have been told. on a number of occasions 
previously both my predecessor and by departmental officials'· that 
there is a logical explanation for this particular phenomena. There 
is _no reason to suspect that the object sighted was other than a 
DC8 aircraft making its descent towards Wellington Airport from 
the west. As you will be aware· from previous correspondence, a 
DC8 was-flying towards Wellington over the north of the South Island 
at the time of the sighting • 

. w 

Accordingly there is no evidence to su gest that Wellington Air 
Traffic Control acted improper y and I see no reason to see an 
inquiry into their handling of the matter. Moreover, in view of 
the length of time that has elapsed since this sighting occurred, 
I am unable to see what purpose any further investigation would 
serve. 

I note that your request for certain information under the Official 
Information Act has been denied and that you have requested the 
Ombudsman to review this decision. As he has yet to complete his 
review of this case, I am not, as I am sure you will appreciate, 
at. liberty t.o cornment on this aspect of your letter. 

Yours faithfully ~ 
n ,: . 
~r: i}-//1) 

F D O'Flynn 
Minister of Defence 



Item 521 

Writer: ... & ... o!. ... £ ... Th.<?.!!I.P.!-!g~.?. ... ?..7. .. .P.~.J...J...C?.~ ... ;?.~., .... ~.~!~.~············································ 

~ MINISTERIAL No. 
19841377 

.3 8 8 ~r-------------------------------------~3~·~·~---
-:: Subject: .... tJF.Q. .. .s;Lghti:Qgs .. .o.f............................ Date of letter: ........... 3.1. ... J:uly: ... :l.98.4 ... . 

j .................. De.c.ember. .. .197.8 .................................... . 

···~······················································································ Date Acknowledged: ...................................... . 

. ··:············ .. ···················· .. ············· ................................ . 

I ............. ~ ...... ~ ... .' ............................................... ii···?;;1.;;:fi ............... . 
2. ................................................................ Reference: ........... ."........ . ............... ~&. ... ~0.. \ ~ f'f1, 
3. ............................................................................................................................................. I 
~ ._ ~ ..._ ~7- I Comments: ............... ~ ...................................... :················ .................. = :.:.:................................................. 1 

t;._ ~ ......._.....- Jil __..,. I 
....................................................................................................................... , ....................................... , ....... . 

~ . . ~ -
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::?.::::::::::~?.;~~::::~::):::~::~::0::~::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

~ .. ~ --·-·········:··.-························~····· ................................ ~ ......................................................... . 
.., -.::;... . ._,.. <u • 

.......................................................................................................................................................................... 
99453E-500pads/5/83MK (Tumble) 



1 ORIGINATtR'S INITIAL;; I 55W 
~~~ r-;--i·S-EFORE SIGNATUKa lu '(f;i.A.f_;_·r;_ 

.. R 

a FOR SIGNATURE by h. L 

4 11£FOIIE DISPATCH 10 L I Date 
lnilllll / & OISPA'fllH 

?-1~ f?-'84 f.? (-r-

• AfTER DISPATCH to f)r9c{_i!ill. 

Mr J e 'fllompaon 
57 Dillon 8t 
JlLBlHD!Dl 

Dear Hr ThollpBOn 

T 

8 

BRIIIG UP 

FILE 

\ 
on v· 

I (;c,t\l ln~iall 
l I 
' ' ""-. ~-

'l'haftk you for your letter of ll July a.boU. the dqhtinCJ of unuual 
pbu~r•n• at 1fllikwa Bay on 17 Decent-er lne. 

I uaderat..-4 ~t YQU ha .. beea ~ld oa a ~rrber of oooasions 
previAituly botll II)' pra4eCJIIMr tild Dy 48para.mtal officials, that 
there ia a lOCJic:al explautiea for thia particular phenOMna. filer• 
.is no reaaon t.o eu.pe'* t:het ~· ob~ lifbUd vas other than a 
Del aircraft lHldft9 ita 4eeoent towarcbt 1rlal1i:119toa Jliqoort f:rom 
the wut. As J'Oll Yill be aware froa previae GOrreapon41imoe, a 
Del wu flyin9 towards W.lliagtoll over the north of the South Ialand 
at the u- of 'the alf'htinq. 

AooordiDflly t.heh 18 no ev~ to IU9fe&t tl\at. W.llia9ton Air 
t'raffio Coauol ac~ illpropft'ly and I ... no re&BOn t.o Mek an 
inquiry izlto their: hu4linCJ of the utter. Moreo'll'er, in view of 
the leDflth of tiae t;Jaat haa el&paed alaoe thia ai9htin9 ocoured, 
I am 11mable to aee -.,t ~ any further i.ftveati9ation would 
N.1"lttl. 

I note that your requaat. for oe~in info~tion under the Official 
Infonllltion Act has Peen unied an4 that you lut.v. requested the 
OJ.IIN4Hiaft to review thia t!eciaion. M hi has yet to OOIItJ}l.etA his 
rev~ of this caae, I aa not., •• :t aa sue you will appreciate, 
at liberty to i!lOSJIGJlt on 'lohia aspect of your letter. 

P D O'Flynn 
Minister of Defence 

i 
i 
I 
I 



3 August 1984 

Mr J C Thompson 
57 Dillon Street 
BLENHEIM 

Dear Mr Thompson 

Hon F D O'Flynn has asked me to thank you for your letter of 
31 July 198!~ concerning the UFO sightings of December 1978. 

The Minister will reply in due course. 

Yours sincerely 

M J Fokker 
Private Secretary 
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MINISTERIAL ENQUIRY FOR PRIORITY ATTENTION 

1. Attached is an enquiry from the Minister's Office. 

2. It would be appreciated if a draft reply could be 
prepared within your branch/staff and fon1arded to Policy 
Branch which will be responsible for preparation of the 
letter in i t.s final form for the Minister's signature. If 
it is judged that the Hinister should have background 
information to the issue before signing the letter, a draft 
covering letter to the Minister from the Secretary or Deputy 
Secretary should also be prepared. 

3. In view of the urgency which must be given to 
Ministerial enquiries, the draft should be forwarded to 
Policy Branch, attention AO {Pol) D by · II.;-/ li$ /ll>t..; If 
for some reason this is not possible the officer dealing with 
the matter is to have an interim reply to the correspondent, 
for the Minister's signature, with Policy Branch within the 
prescribed seven-day deadline. In addition the staff involved 

rfus 1s 0""-\are to provide a written explanation, addressed to Dep Sec Def, 
1
/( <4. e-J ~ through DPD, explaining why it is not possible to provide the 
e~· · · draft reply \<li thin the given time. . 

J i' 
/ 

~r-~ 
ffi'}{) ( p 0 l) Y. {5 /..; 7-7-

for Sec Def 

1- J 
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9 August 1984 

CHRISTCHURCH 5 

Dear 

Thank you for your letter dated 30 July 1984. 

Your observations have bean noted. 

Yours faithfully, 

ow 
(P.IJ. f'IAITLANO) 
Sargeant 
for RNZAf Public Relations Officei 
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